Five of the best: budget breaks

cheap
as chips
trips
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New year, low cash flow? Don’t worry,
Andy Jarosz has five fab adventure

trips reached by budget airline routes.
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from a completely different angle.
The nearest airport is Dubrovnik,
served by easyJet from Gatwick and
Stansted.
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Climb North Africa’s
highest mountain

Thanks to Morocco’s place on

the low cost flight map you can
enjoy an adventure weekend in
Africa. Only three hours’ flight from
London, a visit to Marrakech can

be combined with a two or three-
day trek up Mount Toubkal, the
highest mountain in North Africa.
The views from the top take in the
peaks of the Atlas Mountains, and
on a clear day stretch out to the
Sahara Desert. In summer the climb
is non-technical, but in winter, reli-
able snow creates a playground for
winter mountaineering. The nearest
airport is Marrakech, served by
Ryanair (from Bristol, East Midlands,
Edinburgh and London) and easy-
Jet (from Gatwick and Manchester).

Sailing in Poland

Poland has become a popular short
break destination in recent years
with the glut of cheap flights to and
from the UK. One region that re-
mains relatively undiscovered is the
picturesque Mauzurian Lake District
in the north east of the country. It
has long been a popular sailing area
with German tourists and there is

a very good tourism infrastructure
in place, with good hotels, sailing
schools and a choice of boat rental
options. This is a flat lakeland (un-
like the English Lake District) but
the scenery is no less beautiful. The
nearest airport is Gdansk or Warsaw;
Gdansk is served by Ryanair from
lots of airports; both are served by
Hungarian airline Wizz Air, www.wiz-
zair.com. It’s low-budget, in case the
name didn't give it away.
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Climbing in Spain

Take a trip to southern Spain and

head inland from the crowded coast.

In little over an hour from the major
resorts you'll reach Sella, a popular
destination for climbers of all abili-
ties. There's enough to keep a seri-
ous climber occupied for a full two-
week break without even giving the
coast a second thought. For those
who only have a few days to spare
it is just a question of how much of
a challenge you're looking for, or if
you don't want to rock climb, there
are three via ferrata nearby too. The
nearest airport is Alicante, served by
easylJet and Ryanair from thousands
of UK bases. i

Andy writes for Tourdust.com,
an adventure travel site that
connects travellers with local

outfitters.
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